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to feed and nourish the strength of his mind, and
fill his head and heart with divine wisdom and un-
derstanding. Thus far it must be acknowleged he
was a true original magician, and a man of merit as
well as fame.

It happened, in his wandering through the desert,
to the station where he usually fixed his place of
astronomic observations, that he saw rise up out of
the sea, northward from his situation, a body of fire,
which at first seemed to him one plain flame, making
an oblong square, of an immense length and breadth.
But as it ascended with the ordinary motion of the
heavens, or rather, according to the new systems, the
ordinary motion of the earth, it lessened in its ap-
parent dimensions, and also came to bear a more
regular form than before; till coming to its full
height, it appeared after some time to be a comet
or blazing star, which was visible above the ho-
rizon, as is usual in such bodies, for about twenty-
six days (or nights rather) successively, and then
was seen no more.

This appearance being entirely new, surmounted
all the powers of his understanding, and extremely
perplexed him; and being one night more than
ordinarily afflicted about it, he broke out into words
to this purpose, though not directed to any of the
gods, not knowing, it seems, which of them were able
to inform him, and which not: O ! that some of the
blessed inhabitants of the unseen world would assist
me in searching out the mystery of this strange
phenomenon.

He was the more anxious about it, because, at his
return to his own house at Memphis, he had an ac-
count, that Pharaoh had summoned all the magicians
and wise men of Egypt, to give him their several
opinions of the meaning of this strange appearance;
for the king had either seen it, or heard of it from
others. The appearance of it, as I have said, being